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S nator Frank P Flint of California
liul i somewhat painful experience in
Cilfrnia last week He was camping
out anions the cliffs near Ihe coast
ivitli Gilford Pinchot and pome other
companions and in trying to make a
short rut to camp after boing separated
from his friends for a few hours he
sot lost Just plain lost you know
Then he tried to climb a rocky cliff to
make ome observation and a clump
of chaparral to which he was clinging
sax- way and he tumbled down anions
the rocks in a ravine spraining his
nnkl- badly He spent the whole after ¬

noon in crawlins and squirming thru
the woods Ileins unable to walk a
ytep he threaded h s way to the sea
thru the deep ravine into which he had
fallen when he was able to hail a
passns fishing boat and was rescued
just at nightfall Now there is a plot
for a great romance

President Taft was- - 52 years old last
Wednesday Sept 15 He appears to
lie starting off on his Western trip with
nil the enthusiasm of a small boy whose
vacation has just begun His words
and actions during the coming tour
will lie awaited with the keenest inter-
est

¬

all over the country

Representative Denny of Maryland
is mourning the loss by fire of his an-
cestral

¬

home near White Post Clarke
Counlv Va

Mrs Denny his mother who is about
Sj years old was rescued and carried
to the home of Dr W H Stuart near

Some of the old time furniture was
saved The loss amounts to 4000 and
is partly covered by insurance

The house was a large wooden struc-
ture

¬

of colonal architecture and was
liuill during Lord Fairfaxs time by
John Meade It was more than 175
years old and was situated within a
stones throw of Greenway Court the
home of Lord Fairfax

Announcement has been made at the
State Department that Spencer Eddy
United States irister to Uoumania
Servia and Bulg tria had tendered his
resignation Mr K lily retires on ac-

count
¬

of the ill--l- of his wife who
was M ss Ppn daughter of the
late Claus Sprei--- i -

Mr Eddys sisjer is the wife of Sen-
ator

¬

Bei eridge of Indiana He was
appointed to the Diplomatic Service
from Illinois and after serving as Sec-
retary

¬

of the Letatn at Berlin he was
made United Pits Minister to the
Argentine RepuMr and later trans-
ferred

¬

to his preie it post

Mrs L Z LeJer has gone to London
to visit her dau-r-V- r the Countess of
Suffolk and her r vr grandson another

Count to the Leiter family

Kat is the rf --st beverage and it
Is being maJe -i for the entertain-
ment

¬

of i-t Uoosevelt when he
reaches a cert in i tion of Africa
whertf he is Ki f shoot white ele-
phants

¬

It is fay n Tm- - strenuous all
right and giw s right straight home
but the man who jnt ii t too copious-
ly

¬

wont He will v ant to wander and
will see strait- - In- - K ir-il have numer
mi nunint nnrt v iM exnerienees aloncr
nhnnl rho f HItvI rlr t tri Vrtllr drinlfy
will make him wr iT r s wife and live
forswear his rotnlf and home Inci ¬

dentally former President Roosevelt
does not drink

Inasmuch as Col Theodore Roose-
velt

¬

Is at present li raKsJng the nervous
fauna of Afrl a 1 n Albert Myer of
the War Department took a sly little
rap at him the oliwr day when he re-
ported

¬

that the iir ju Itoosevelt rid-
ing

¬

test did not amount to anything
as a test of fli- cr- itficiency He criti-
cises

¬

the Idea 10 miles on horseback
with a caustic r imrrent that is painful
Other than slw king the nervous sys ¬

tems of nice nld G--- i rals and making
a sittng pestun hi f the realm of
comp ehens on Gen Myer does not see
what effect the treatment has His re-
port

¬

was submitted to the Secretary of
War

The really funny thing about that
Itoosevelt order is that the former Pres-
ident

¬

ought to have taken riding les-
sons

¬

himself He couldnt look the
horseman for sour apples His legs
were short and he threw himself
around in his sad He like a bag of meal
Oh he could ride all r ght Yes in ¬

deed he could stick on like a cockle
liurr but he rode like he walks all
over Every muscle every joint in his
liody was brought into play either afoot
or horseback Iormer President Itoose ¬

velt was graceful only when standing
still

Beekman Winthrop Acting Secretary
of the Navy has made public the fol ¬

lowing order for Sunday observance in
the Navy

T- - the end that Sunday may be
fjeneraily observed as a day of rest on
hoard ship It is directed that the duty
required of olficera and men on that
tlay - reduced to the minimum con ¬

sistent vlth the requirements of the
Bervioe

The commanding officers Inspection
of ship and crew shall not be held on
Sunda The Inspection of the ship
shall be held on any other day of the
week a- - may be most expedient and
the inspection of the crew on Saturday
before noon If circumstances permit
if not as soon after the dinner hour as
practicable

Even the Civil Seriice Commission
runs up against its own rules some-
times

¬

A joint communication from
the Treasury Department and the Civil
Servicf Commission has been forward-
ed

¬

to the President requesting that the
employes of the leprosy investigating
station at Hawaii be exempted from
the Civil Service regulations governing
ihe of Government em ¬

ployes
This move has been necessitated by

the difficulty experienced in finding any
one who is willing to stand a long Civil
Service examination for a position at ¬

tended by so much risk as is the in ¬

vestigation of the dread diiscasc
A new station Is shortly to be opened

on the island of Molokal Hawaii
where under the direction of the Ma ¬

rine Hospital Service an exhaustive
study of leprosy in all Its forms will be
conducted

The chief difficulty now confronting
the officials of the Hospital Service is
the gathering of a suitable Malf and it
Is thought that the exemption from the
regular classifications of these employes
will lead many to apply for positions
who wpuld otherwise be unwilling to
do so

Uncle Sam has loosened up on his
puree strings and has promised to pay
the girls ivho as novitiates serve as
printers assistants in the Bureau of
Printing and Engraving 25 cents a day
more than they have been getting This
means 150 on the week It Is thought
that this very small advance Is due to
the work of the union which was
formed last March Miss Anne Morgan
daughter of J Pierpont Mprgan came
from New York to help In thl3 work
JThe ladies at the Bureau havo formeda very strong union and probably as
tlong as they pull together and leave out
Uealousy intemperate talk and all other

isms they will lie able to make their
union count Of course there was an
immediate demand from other employes
of the Bureau for an advance in their
wages but they were very quickly in-
formed

¬

that there was no money in the
Treasury for them

The huge shaft of Georgia marble
intended for the International Bureau
of American Republics aroused con-
siderable

¬

interest duripg its progress
from the freight yards to the new home
of the Bureau which is Hearing com-
pletion

¬

at 17th and B streets
The great monolith which weighs

07000 pounds is one of the largest
single pieces of stone ever brought into
the city and it was feared that its great
weight would cause the wheels of the
dray to cut into the asphalt as was the
case with the columns for the Treasury
Building but the cooler weather and
the broad wheels of the vehicle saved
the pavement from damage

The marble which is to be used in
carving the statuary for the front of
the new building is said to be unusual
ly fine and almost without a Haw

The latest news from the seat of war
in Illinois is that Gov Charles S Deneen
is a candidate for United States Senator
to succeed Senator Shelby M Cullom
This information it is stated comes
direct lrom Deneen headquarters ater
a wholesale round up of Illinois politi-
cians

¬

who were in Chicago It is be-

lieved
¬

that Gov Deneen is making a
last endeavor to annihilate Senator
Lo rimer as a definite factor in Repub-
lican

¬

politics and to arrive at this by
defeating Senator Cullom for the United
States Senate Just the same it is not
at all likely that Illinois is going lo
turn down a man of the met it of Sen-
ator

¬

Cullom for any young man it
makes no difference who

Assistant Secretary of the Navy Beek-
man

¬

V intlirop has started on a tour of
inspection of the Pacific Coast Navy
Yards and the Chicago Naval Trailing
Station Mr Winthrop desires to fa-

miliarize
¬

himself thoroly with condi-
tions

¬

in the Naval Establishment on the
Western Coast as he has in the Eastern
Navy Yards His observations will be
extremely helpful to Senator Meyer In
making recommendations to Congress
for naval improvements in his forth-
coming

¬

annual report

Those who love oysters will be pleased
to know that the yield this year is tre ¬

mendous and two men in a boat can
get from S5 to 40 bushels daily from
the oyster beds that a few years ago
yielded only 10 bushels a day It is
thought that the slight protection that
has been given the oyster beds is al ¬

ready having its effect Of course oys ¬

ters will bo correspondingly cheaper
because of the quantity and the quality
is said to be excellent

-

Mrs Thomas H Carter wife of Sen
ator Carter of Montana has returned
to ashlngton with her two sons so
that they may resume their studies at
the Georgetown University Senator
Carter is touring tre Northwest with
the Irrigation Committee and will not
reach Washington until later He in ¬

tends to be in Montana to me t the
President at the time o the Executives
visit there Mrs Carter spent jeeral
of the Summer weeks camping in the
mountains She visited Seattle anil re-

turned
¬

to Washington by way of the
Berkshlres and the Hudson River trav-
eling

¬

in a very leisurely fashion

If Republics are not ungrateful
States sometimes are There has been
a long and disgraceful controversy over
the placing of the statue of the late
United States Senator Matthew Quay in
the State Capitol at Harrisburg Shortly
after his death the State made an ap-
propriation

¬

for this statue and it was
stated at the time that it would le
placed in the rounda of the Capitol
Say what you may the late S tiator
Quay was a tremendous power in Penn-
sylvania

¬

absolutely loyal to his own
State and had much to do with making
it great and prosperous He took ad ¬

vantage of every opportunity to press
the claims of Pennsylvania and often
made opportunities While many un ¬

kind and even ungenerous things have
been said about Senator Quay it must
be understood that he was one of the
Slates greatest men and that the Board
of Public Buildings and Grounds of
that State should hesitate for one single
minute about accepting the Quay statue
seems incredible It has now informed
the Quay Statue Commission that they
are free to erect the statue in the ro-

tunda
¬

of the State Capitol at any time
The statue is of white marble and is
said to be a very striking likeness and
was made by Karl Bitter at a cost of
20000

President Taft and President Diaz are
not twins but they were born on the
same day Sept 15 but 27 years apart
It would have been a great idea if the
venerable President of Mexico and the
youthful President of the United States
could have had their projected historic
meeting at El Paso a month earlier
on Sept 13 instead of Oct 16 which Is
the plan that has been adopted Presi ¬

dent Diaz has served his country as a
President Dictator for 32 years Pres-

ident
¬

Taft has hardly held his chair
down six months but the constituents
of each regardless of political affilia-
tions

¬

are very fond of their Presidents

Acting Secretary Reynolds of the
Treasury Department has accepted the
appointment as a member of the Tariff
Board just established by President
Taft and will undoubtedly resign his
Assistant Secretaryship In the near fu-
ture

¬

as it will be Improper for him to
hold both offices

Anybody who has known Killle
Balllnger since he was a kid and this
writer has would know that the Presi
dent would accept the Balllnger side of
the controversy because Richard
Achilles Balllnger that Is his reallyand
truly name is always right He is one
of the most exact men lliing He knows
law Instinctively Ho hls an absolutely
judicial mind and with him right is
right and he would not swerve one iota
from the line of right to save the dear-
est

¬

thing on earth to him and that is
his beautiful mother whom he idolizes
On the other hand Secretary Balllnger
would uure anything and tight his
weight In wildcats to right a wrone and
undo an injustice of another mans
making Secretary Balllnger has not
been wrapped in flowery beds of ease
nor has he always sailed on Summer
seas lib iizs known in his youthful
pioneer days In Kunsa3 exactly what It
Is to ride herd In cyclones and in bliz
zards he plowed the drouth ridden
prairies In his bare feet and saw the
grasshoppers in Kansas cat up his fath
ers fortune In a day The schools he
attended in the west were reached by
devious trails of many miles over nlaln
streams and hllli Ho lived In a time
and In a section of the country where
men had to show themselves men or ko
down in the struggle He always came
out on top out it wob by dint of hard
work and not by favoritism His cultured
refined mother was his lode star and
she helped him over many of tho hardplaces with her motherly counsel and
his father Col Balllnger was a wit a
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lawyer newspaper man and a born
fighter And so It must happen that
when Secretary Ballinger decides in the
interests of the people he is going to
be right AH talk of tricks and per-
sonal

¬

gain for Killie Ballinger Is
pure rot In the first place Secretary
Ballinger never prized money just be ¬

cause it is money and in the second
place he has plenty of it with more
coining He is the kind of man whose
conscience would eat thru to the raw if
he thought that a penny of his compe-
tence

¬

came to him by fraud chicanery
or connivance You see Secretary Bal-
linger

¬

really has that rare thing in pub-
lic

¬

life a conscience And he is the kind
of man who would not dare to face his
mother with a stain on his honor He
was that kind of a boy and he grew
into that Jiml of a man

Secretary of Agriculture Wilson has
almost sounded the keynote of the cue
to high prices of living He has just
returned from a trip thru the West and
he declares that the Western farmer
lives better than Queen Bess of virgin
fame ever did Indeed he makes it
broader than that and includes the
American laborer

The price of meat goes up said Mr
Wilson because the working people
of this country not only eat meat three
times a day but only the best cuts
More beef is being produced each y ar
but not fast enough to meet the needs
of the population and Mr Wilson does
not look for any material decrease soon

Mr Wilson said that the farmer was
out of debt had money In his pocket
and big crops in sight but he was afraid
to invest in securities because he
thought there might be financial trou
ble As a result ho was putting his
money into luxuries instead of into
channels that would give him returns

Why said the Secretary of Agri-
culture

¬
-- folk in the East do not know

what luxuries are They must go West
to find out

Announcement has been made by
Charles II Treat of New York that he
hail tendered to President Taft his res-
ignation

¬

of the office of Treasurer of
the United States and that he would re-

tire
¬

in October
Nothing lias been disclosed as to the

appointment of his successor but it lias
been known for some time in official
circles that Mr Treats tenure was de-
pendent

¬

on the reliction of a man to
take Irs place It is apparent that this
man has been found and that the Ad-
ministration

¬

is now ready to have Mr
Treat leave the Government service

Fred G Carpenter Secretary to Pres ¬

ident Taft lias been left in sole charge
of the White House during the Presi-
dential

¬

tour and will continue in com ¬

mand until the return of the Chief Ex-

ecutive
¬

in November
Mr Carpenter will keep in daily touch

with the President and will semi to
him from day to day a budget of what ¬

ever business will brook no delay The
Cabinet officers will be called upon to
wttle the greater part of the business
that usually goes to the White House

Mrs Taft wife of President Taft will
return to the White House some time
late in October While Mrs Tafts
health is much improved it is said that
she will not take up social duties early
and will make no extra effort during the
Winter as it will be hard for her to
endure the strain at best One of her
sisters will come to Washington with
her probably Mrs More who was here
all Spring and was so well liked and
she will remain all Winter to a3st in
White House functions and lift the
hardest part of the planning from Mrs
Tafts shoulders

News has reached Washington from
Tokyo Japan of the death in that city
of Mrs Merriam Colbert Harris wife
of Bishop Harris a prominent clergy-
man

¬

formerly of this city who was ap ¬

pointed in 1904 as Bishop of Japan and
Korea by the Methodist Episcopal
Church

Mrs Harris was Miss Flora Lydia
Best before her marriage to Bishop
Harris which took place in tills city in
1873 Tile couple resided in Washing ¬

ton for a short time before going to the
Pacific Coast where they engaged In
mission work together for several years
after which Bishop Harris was sent as
a missionary to Japan where he was
later joined by his wife

-
The equipment discipline and eff-

iciency
¬

of the District Fire Department
has been highly commended by P M
Shatighiu ssy Chief of the San
co Department who is in Washington
looking into the equipment of the local
service but more especially to see what
this city can offer In the way of sug
gestions as to an te high-pressu- re

service
unlet ssnaugnnessy is surpriseu How

ever that our Fire Chief lias to make
his fire runs in a one horse cart

The Washington Fire Department
said Chief Shaughnessy is a model of
discipline and efficiency and In a way
its equipment is up to date but your
Chief is handicapped in not having a
fast automobile in which to quickly
reach fires I have had one of these
machines for the past five years and
with it I can cover five times as much
territory and get to fires quicker than
with the best horse In any department
The auto for your Fire Chief is not a
luxury but a modern necessity

It is stated that one of the finest
hospitals in Italy Is now being built in
Villagio Regina near Rome Jt Is moii
ernly equipped In every way and It
is probable that no hospital in Europe
will excel it when it Is finally completed
It is to be named for Mrs Lloyd Grls
com wife of the former Embassador
lo Italy Tills great honor was con-
ferred

¬

upon Mrs Griscom for her work
in behalf of the sufferers from the
Messina earthquake Mrs Griscom
dropped all her society duties and every
thing else and worked untiringly ror
more than a month in assisting the
refugees especially the women and chil-
dren

¬

She also took part in the dis-
tribution

¬

of American supplies and
personally assisted In nursing the in-

jured
¬

Her name Is almost reverential-
ly

¬

respected in Italy and the honor that
has come to her Is deserved She is a
woman of high culture and many at-

tainments
¬

and much loved in her own
land

Representative Longworth has stated
emphatically that there is no truth in
the report that his wife Mrs Alice
Roosevelt Longworth is going to make
an ascension in a balloon or an airship
Mr Longworth says that sho has not
expressed any desire fo make an ascen-
sion

¬

and that he would not permit her
to make onelf she wanted to do so
Now that is the word with the byk on
hut It must como kind o queer to Mrs
Longworth to be told that she will not
be permitted to do a thing She Is not
credited with very often asking any-
bodys

¬

permission but usually does as
she pleases

President formerly Roosevelt is one
of the members of the Audubon Society
when In this country and Mrs Roose-
velt

¬

never wore any feathers on her
hats but those taken from the ostrich
but Mr Roosevelt is certainly killing
birds to beat the band down In Africa
Pelicans gulls Egyptian geese and sev ¬

eral other species of birds havo fallen
with one shot Really former Presi-
dent

¬

Roosevelt might be called Dick
Deadeye for he novcr fails to bring
down his game with one shot be it
bird or beast

The late Senator Jones of Nevada
would have howled and maybe been
instrumental In having tho

cars changed back to the old
style and oven then it might not have
helped him much for he never could
keep any small change about him A
newspaper man from New York City
who got hsld up for a nickel which he
didnt have and had to dismount

from a P A Y B car and hunt the
nearest drug store for small change
recalled an incident that was exactly
like Senator Jones whether it Is true
or not

When in New York one day Senator
Jones got on a car to ride to his office
When the conductor approached for
his fare the Senator fumbled in his
pockets and found that he had no
money The conductor thereupon
stopped the car and Senator Jones had
to get off He didnt object but com-
mended

¬

the conductor for doing his
duty When he reached his olfice after
walking several hJocks he immediately
laid in a supply of nickels Then it oc-

curred
¬

to him that it would be a good
scheme to have a cane that could be
tilled witli nickels which would supply
the person who carried it with car fare
and guard against lapses of memory

The Senator expressed the wish that
he have such a cane and it quickly got
about among his friends Out at his
liome Judge Goodwin then an editorial
writer on a leading newspaper wrote an
editorial about Senator Joness desire
for a cane whereupon the Senators
friends quietly began to take up a sub-
scription

¬

A fund of 300 was raised
and a handsome stick was purchased
which was provided with a place for
holding nickels that could be slipped
out as the conductors now take change
from the holders they carry at their
belts The cane was filled with nickels
and at a dinner given in Washington
the Senator was presented with the
cane He found upon taking it that
tlie nickels caused the slick to weigli a
lot more than he expected But he was
same however and carried the cane
for a long time

Archie and Quuntin Roosevelt have
returned from their Summers outing in
Europe with their mother and sister
and will attend school during the Win
ter at Groton Mass Mrs Roosevelt
and Miss Ethel will remain in Europe
touring around as suits their fancy for
a few months The Itoosevelt boys say
they had a great time while abroad

Postmaster General Hitchcock lias
appointed a special committee to inves¬

tigate the money order system and rec ¬

ommend such changes in its manage ¬

ment as will reduce expenses without
loss of efficiency The otlicial report of
the committee is ordered submitted not
later than Dec 1 The committee con ¬

sists or Arthur M Travers Chief Clerk
Third Assistant Postmaster General
Frank E Little Post Office Inspector
Edwin Sands Assistant Superintendent
Division of Foreign Mails Henry D
Temple Assistant Superintendent Di-
vision

¬

of Registered Mails and Herltert
S Wood Chief of the Division of Cor-
respondence

¬

Tlie special committee is considering
the advisability of dispensing with mail
advices to Postmasters after a money
order is issued It is estimated that it
costs the Department more than 500
000 a year to issue advices in connec-
tion

¬

with money orders More than
C4 000000 were used last year and it is
expected that the number will reach in
excess of 07000000 this year Methods
for expediting the issuance of money
orders are also being considered

How many remembered thatiSejiti lilt
was the eighth anniversary of the death
of PrMiHPnMeIClHley rt was Very
generally observed in Washington by
the wearing of the pink rarnation his
favorite flower A large wreath of car¬

nations roses and lilies was placed in
the McKinley mausoleum in Canton by
order of George B Cortelyou of New
York who sends this annual tribute to
the memory of the chief under whom
he served as Private Secretary- - Many
other floral pieces were taken to the
mausoleum during the afternoon

Persons who hold Civil Rervlr-e nn- -
pointments in this city and who desire
to take examinations for promotion will
no longer have to travel back to their
resident State in order to take this ex-
amination

¬

It can now be taken in tills
city This question has in the past been
a serious one to ambitious workers in
tlie Government service Many had
spent considerable time In preparing
themselves for such examination and
when the time came to take it found
they would have to travel back to their
own State Those originally coming
from some of the Pacific Coast States
ill particular found this rule very in ¬

convenient Gen J C Black Presi-
dent

¬

of the Civil Service Commission
hits givell imtthe following statement
regarding this subject

This matter among others received
the consideration of the Attorney-Gener- al

and acting under his opinion the
Commission Is holding that where per-
sons

¬

are In tlie Government employ
regularly in the city of Washington and
in tlie classified service under the su-
pervision

¬

of the Commission if they
apply for promotion or transfer are al ¬

lowed to be examined In Washington
for such promotion or transfer If the
application Is for an original entrance
to tlie Government service it must be
taken by the applicant in the State or
Territory where he resides and is domi-
ciled

¬

and this because the statute Im-
peratively

¬

requires it

A great disappointment it was to the
Fulton Hudson people that Admiral
Dewey the ranking naval officer living
was unable to attend the festivities in ¬

cident to the great commemoration
week In New York There were two
reasons why Admiral Dewey could not
officiate In the first place he was not
commanded by President Taft to ap ¬

pear as the Admiral of the fleet and
without that command he would not
think of acting In the second place
Admiral Deweys health is infirm and
he feels himself unable to accept the
command even if ordered by the Presi ¬

dent Admiral Dewey says that his
health would not permit him to don
his heavy full dress uniform for the
strictly official occasions and that he
could not possibly attend the receptions
and other Informal affairs which he
would bo expected to attend He savs
that to appear at banquets when he
cannot cat wearing heavy epaulettes
and sword would tax his strength far
beyond what ho is able to endure I
know my limitations he said Like so
many otner men who havo lived well
Admiral Dewey finds himself toward the
end of a long life with impaired diges-
tion

¬

which naturally make him a semi
invalid Live whfie yoVji live Is all
right perhaps but vhen the day comes
that you live because you do not die
and must measure out your food drink
and social entertainment inWiomeopath
ic doses and know that If you had lived
a might slower life becomes
a good deal of a delusion for one hav-
ing

¬

to live in the past Is almost bound
to regret the present It was decided
that Secretary of the Navy Von L
Meyer would attend as the United States
naval representative In Admiral Deweys
place If ho does not than the repre-
sentatives

¬

of the naval power of Great
Britain and of Germany vJlll rank our
nasal representatives and that would
never do

i
Capt Perry Peary wasi not half so

ferocious as ho drew near home and
correspondents Insisted that he give tho
word with the bark on He acknowl-
edged

¬

that 100 men could go to the
North Polo and stand with both feet on
the bloomln Imaginary axis and not a
single one of tho 100 know that the
other fellow had been there Ho also
said that Cook could easily fake ob ¬

servations and conditions and make
people believe that he had been at the
North Pole In that Perry Peary dif-
fers

¬

from every other geographer ex
plorer and scientist who has spoken
Even old Admiral Melville who seems
to think that ho owns the United States
Navy said it wouldbe impossible for
Dr Cook to fake observations and such
and declared that when his protege
Perry Peary arrived he would proceed
to demonstrate that it could not be
done Tho objectors to Dr Cook ought
really to get together Their stories
and opinions do not agree a little bit

Former Senator Joe Blackburn
of Kentucky head of the DepiS
rqent of Civil Administration of the
Panama Canal Commission has
not resignoil acoording to a state-
ment

¬

made by Col George W
Goethals Chief Engineer in charge
of the construction work of the
big ditch Some time ago it was
announced that Senator Blackburn
was disgusted with tlie canal and
would come home but this is dif-
ferent

¬

Mr Blackburn has been seri-
ously

¬

111 for several months said
Col Goethals and his illness com-
bined

¬

with the fact Ufat ho Is get ¬

ting along in years gave rise to
the rumor that he contemplated
resigning I can say however that
tip to the present tune no such ac-

tion
¬

has been taken by him About
the middle of October Mr Black-
burn

¬

will take several months
leave and he hopes to be greatly
benefited by a trip to the United
States

Mr Blackburn is very popular
on the Isthmus Col Goethals con-
tinued

¬

and we would be sorry to
hear of his retirement He has
been Chief of the Civil Administra-
tion

¬

for the last two years and his
work lias been complimented high-
ly

¬

Columbus Ga folks wanted an
hour or two of President Taft when
lie is making the lap homeward
thru the South and the President
is said to have promised that he
would stop Then it was found
that he couldnt and the schedule
ignores Columbus Whereat Co-
lumbus

¬

people are now on the
verge of showing that it was an
impertinence of them to ask for the
President even They are trying
to get the people to sign a petition
asking the President not to come
thru the town at all All of which
goes to show that it is for adver ¬

tising purposes solely and simply
that Columbus wanted tlie Presi-
dent

¬

lie has wisely decided to
drop that sniveling little town from
his itinerary

AVith the impressive ceremonial
presented by the Catholic Church
the urner stone of tlie new
Church of Our Lady of Victory
at New Cut and Conduit Roads
was laid last Sunday afternoon
by His Eminence Cardinal Gib-
bons

¬

Former Vice President Fairbanks and
Airs Fairbanks have spent the last five
months touring thru the islands of the
Pacific but Mr Fairbanks did not for-
get

¬

his mothers birthday Mrs Fair-
banks

¬

Sr lives In Springfield O and
was 80 years of age Kept 19 All the
members of her family except former
Vice President Fairbanks came home to
celebrate the birthday anniversary and
tlie far away son remembered his aged
mother with a long cablegram of felici-
tation

¬

White House Architect Dead
Charles Follen JIcKim senior partner

in the firm of ilcKim Mead White
died last week at his home in St James
N Y of heart disease He had been
in ppor health since February 100S
when the strain of work and tlie trou-
bles

¬

that had come to him when Stan-
ford

¬

White was shot by Harry Thaw
broke down his health

Mr McKim was well known In Wash
ington His architectural genius is re-
flected

¬

in a number of structures in the
National Capital notably the Capitol
White House and Public Library Many--

years ago he assisted In the restoration
of the old English architectural work
on the central portion of the Capitol
His firm planned the construction of the
east and west wings to the White House
durinir the Roosevelt regime The re
modeling of the White House brought
i storm of adverse criticism wnicn sun
crops out occasionally It was stated
and It is true for the original plans
show it that Mr McKim was only mak-
ing

¬

the White House over to suit the
original plans While the White House
was planned on the same magnificent
lines which made Washington a by-

word
¬

for a century it is also true that
the plans were never carried out The
White House was built just a great big
square barn of a looking building and
of gray stone sandstone In ract Peo-
ple

¬

wanted it left exactly as It looked
when it was completed and as it was
restored after the Rritlsh gutted It with
lire It is true there was not enougli
room in it for tho family to say noth-
ing

¬

of having Government otilces in it
hut the ollices could have been taken
elsewhere and the house left to the
Presidential family Then we could
have had the old White House as a
landmark and as It has looked in every
wood cut and engraving since its com-
pletion

¬

for John Adams in 1S00
Tlie remodeled White House is much

more imposing looking of course There
is a lot more room in it too but you
never can get anybody who ever knew
the old house lo say that it is as sub
stantial looking now as it was before
the spirit of innovation struck It

The very Hist shock came however
when Mrs Cleveland found that there
was not enough silver in the White
House to set the table decently and
had the Dolly Madison spoons melted
up and made into twice as many as
tlie heavy beautiful solid silver things
owned by the renowned Dolly That
seemed to be positive vandalism It
was done for the writer saw the re-
ceipt

¬

and vouchers for tlie making over
of the spoons It was done by a Wash-
ington

¬

jeweler and he guaranteed that
the melted silver spoons should be used
to make the set just half as heavy and
that they should look exactly the same
as the old ones a perfectly plain slender--

handled spoon with a simple bead ¬

ing of silver dot3 around the edge of
the handle

The old silver milk pitchers and
sugar bowls that were used by Dolly
and all the later Mrs Presidents have
bulging sides which have worn into
holes and they have been soldered over
and over again They are still In use
Mrs Cleveland didnt like old fashioned
things anyhow She sent all the old
china to tho garret and when Mrs
Harrison came to the AVhite House sho
dragged the old stuff downstairs and
had it all patched and mended up in
good shape That was in the old days
when Congress was penurious and the
United States had not become a world
power Now we entertain so lavishly
that each President is obliged to buy
new china so as to have enough to set
the tables for at least 100 people The
old china Is now placed in cabinets in
tho basement and catalogued so thatyou can tell at a glance exactly who
has used the quaint old stuff The
Roosevelt china is white with a corn
colored band edged with blue about
the rims of everything and each band
united by the great seal of the United
States in colors It Is really very neat
and pretty

Talks Too Much
Commander Peary makes a noise like

a man who talks too much lie got
delicately but handsomely and effective
ly called down by President Taft
Peary By the way his good old fath-
er

¬

spelled his name Perry and all
the relatives of his tribe and that name
spell It tho same way How did ho hap-
pen

¬
to so discrodlt his fathers ancient

and honorable name Peary cabled by
wireless tolegraph to President Taft I
herewith present you with the North
Pole or words to that immediate ef-
fect

¬

Tho President promptly wirelessed
back I really do not know what I
shall do with the North Pole but etc
Then Peary wirelessed tho Navy De-
partment

¬

that he had placed on the
apox of the North Pole the Flag of
the United States Navy Perry Peary
has been away so many years on North
Polo expeditions somo 25 perhaps
that he seems to have forgotten that
the arm of tho Government to which
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he belongs and whose uniform he wears
does not have flag There is but one
Flag in this country and Old Glory
must head the procession or it cannot
march Perry Peary ought to know
that unlike Great Britain Russia
France and the other big Nations we
have no flag for our Navy Our blue-
jackets

¬

sail under the American Flag
into whatever port they go and they
fight for tlie American Flag when fight
they must If Perry Peary were to
suggest to them individually or collec-
tively

¬

that they have a flag separate
and distinct from the American Flag
they would probably fall to and
warm him up so that it would take
more than one Arctic Winter to cool
him off The Navy Department prompt-
ly

¬

denied any knowledge of a naval
flag and to inquiry stated that they fly
the American Flag from all vessels
The Navy Department also repudiated
any responsibility for Perry Peary
saying that he was not making investi-
gations

¬

for them but for pm ate par
tics

The naval records also show that
Perry Peary has had eight extended
leaves of absence in the last 25 years
He was absent on leave and with the
pay of his rank seven of those times
His pay as a Commander in the Navy
he has never had a sea assignment
however has been 5250 a year and
he has drawn it right straight along
There was something of a howl over his
being on the active list for pay and on
the retired list for pole hunting and
other naval officers doing his work and
so the Navy Department let him go
without pay for one year He was per-
mitted

¬

to go abroad this time how-
ever

¬

with assignment to duty in mak-
ing

¬

observations in Grantiand and
Greenland under the Coast and Geo-
detic

¬

Survey It looks mightily as tho
Perry Peary will have some things to
answer for beside his accusations of
brother explorers Yes Perry Peary
seems to ha e talked too much with
his mouth

A Iluttcr In
Thomas L Lowden 61st Mass Pitts

field Mass says that he is first class
butter in and rather prides himself on
it He admires particularly the way
that his old comrade butted into the
Presidential affairs at Beverly Mass
and secured what he wanted The good
old Corporal belonged to his regiment
and he is proud of it He wishes that
there were lots more in the G A R
who had his spunk and determination
to make themselves heard and get what
they want Good old Massachusetts
means to be up to the mark every time
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but she Is often very backward in com-
ing

¬

forward He wishes particularly
that the members of his regiment the
61st Mass would make themselves
heard a little more in The National
Tribune They are not all dead by any
means and they did not use to be so
retiring

The Monument Win
At the Reunion of the 3d Ohio Car

resolutions were adopted denouncing
the monument Wirz and characteriz-
ing

¬

this as a reflection the good
people of the South and the really
brave soldiers of the Confederacy
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